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SUBJECT: NATO DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETING APRIL 21-22 
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1 . RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH ALLIED OFFICIALS CONCERNED 

WITH ARMS CONTROL MATTERS INDICATE THAT UPCOMING DISARMAMENT 
EXPERTS MEETING WILL COMMAND UNUSUALLY HIGH INTEREST. 

SECRETARY'S VISIT TO MOSCOW WILL SERVE AS ADDITIONAL STIMU- 
LUS TO DISCUSSIONS AT MEETING OF EXPERTS. ADDED TO THE IN 
TEREST GENERATED BY CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IS THE GENERALLY 
GREATER AWARENESS OF THE IMPACT OF ARMS CONTROL ISSUES ON 
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NATO SECURITY AS EXEMPLIFIED BY DANISH PROPOSALS AND US 
MISSION SUGGESTIONS (REF A). 

2. THIS CONJUNCTION OF CIRCUMSTANCES SUGGESTS TO US THE 
POSSIBILITY OF UTILIZING THE APRIL DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEET- 
ING AS AN OCCASION TO MEET ALLIED DESIRES FOR GREATER EMPHA- 
SIS ON NATO CONSULTATIONS ON ARMS CONTROL MATTERS. ONE WAY 
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OF DOING THIS WOULD BE TO UPGRADE EXPERTS MEETING BY RAISING 
LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION. TO THAT END WE ARE PREPARED TO NAME 
ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF ACDA LEON SLOSS AS HEAD OF US DEL- 
EGATION. WE ALSO PLAN TO SEND DEPUTY US REPRESENTATIVE AT 
CCD TO EXPERTS MEETING TO SPEAK ON SEABED REVIEW CONFERENCE 

AND ISSUES ON AGENDA WHICH HAVE BEEN COVERED AT SPRING CCD 
SESSION. 

3. WE HAVE HAD INDICATIONS THAT NEWLY APPOINTED FRG AM- 
BASSADOR FOR DISARMAMENT AFFAIRS, FRED RUTH, IS THINKING OF 
ATTENDING APRIL 21 AND 22 NATO MEETING. PERENNIAL FRENCH 
REPRESENTATIVE MISTRAL HAS RECENTLY BEEN NAMED ACTING CHIEF 
OF SERVICE OF PACTS AND DISARMAMENT. THIS LEVEL OF REPRE- 
SENTATION BY FRG AND FRANCE, COUPLED WITH PRESENCE OF ACT- 
ING DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF ACDA, COULD LEND MORE SIGNIFICANCE 
TO MEETING THAN HERETOFORE. 

4. FOR US MISSION NATO. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN MIS- 
SION’S JUDGMENT WHETHER OTHER PARTICIPATING NATIONS WOULD 
BE RESPONSIVE TO A MOVE TO UPGRADE PARTICIPATION INDIS 
ARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETING. WE RECOGNIZE THAT SOME WILL BE 
UNABLE TO FIELD HIGHER LEVEL DELEGATIONS THAN IN THE PAST 
AND THAT IN SOME INSTANCES THEY ARE ALREADY AS HIGH AS THEY 
CAN GO. NEVERTHELESS, WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THEIR VIEWS ON 
HOW TO MAKE THE DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETINGS MORE RESPONSIVE 
TO HEIGHTENED NATO INTERESTS. OUR DECISION ON WHETHER TO 
HAVE SLOSS HEAD US DELEGATION WILL DEPEND IN PART ON MIS- 
SION’S JUDGMENT WHICH WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE BY APRIL 8. 
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5. FOR LONDON. WE WOULD BE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING LEVEL OF UK DELEGATION, IN VIEW OF LIKELY HIGHER 
LEVEL FRG AND FRENCH REPRESENTATION. 

6. FOR ALL OTHER ADDRESSEES. YOU MAY AS YOU DEEM APPRO- 
PRIATE DISCUSS OUR VIEWS ON UPGRADING REPRESENTATION AT 
DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETING WITH RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS OF 
HOST GOVERNMENTS. 

VANCE 
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